



Region 5 RRT – October 24/25, 2007

Milwaukee, WI

Day 1:

[Acquire attendance list.]

Welcoming remarks – David Woodbury, WI DNR
Acting co-chair for EPA: Jason El-Zein, US EPA
USCG co-chair: CAPT Jeffery Ogden, USCG 9th District

Introductory remarks:

National Contingency Plan and related responsibilities are an RRT priority.
Strategic Plan remains an important task. It is needed as guide.
RRT is a service organization and needs to confirm or re-establish its definition of its “customers”.
RRT needs to continue working and building relationships. Special mention made of Tribes who made the effort to attend.

Review of tasks from last meeting: Most covered in upcoming workgroup reports.
Workgroup Reports
T. J. Mangoni – RRT5 Strategic Plan

Purpose, Role and Vision statements taken straight from the NRP.
Mission statement is where the regional focus emerges.
Feedback: Please provide to T.J. by 16 November, preferably by email – Anthony.J.Mangoni@uscg.mil

Comment: This document is important. RRT tasks need to be aligned with it.

Wisconsin requests that wording in paragraph “Incident Specific Teams” be changed.  Last sentence would read “The FOSC manages federal response efforts and participates in the Unified Command structure at the scene of a discharge.”  This wording keeps in line with an MOA between US EPA Region 5, the US Coast Guard and WI DNR.  
Ann Whelan – Sensitive Area Mapping

Atlas product has been in existence for a long time. Current distribution method is as printable .pdf  and .dbf as well as shape files on a CD. Focus has been economically and environmentally sensitive areas throughout the region, oil spill sources and some critical infrastructure. Facility data includes SPCCs (42,000 gal minimum) facilities, larger storage facilities, oil pipelines.

Currently updating 2 states, Michigan and Minnesota. Release of updates is planned for Spring 2008.

Adding hazmat facilities during the update process.

Atlas product uses NOAA Environmental Sensitivity Index data for shoreline areas. This data is old and due for an update. The plan is to coordinate with NOAA when next updates occur and to produce one product.

The data layers were on the web at one time, hosted by USGS.US EPA took back the hosting of the data layers. It was difficult to convert to EPA’s  ER Analyzer . Advances in web mapping tools mean web-based distribution could be explored .
Region 2 and Region 3 – discussions about PA and NY: PA along Lake Erie is already incorporated because project design calls for inclusion of data for one county into neighboring states. Conversations with NY have been taking place and they sound interested/willing.
Ann showed a CD of one Michigan region. OSROs need and use it, primarily for planning and for initial response stages. Distribution of CDs is extensive, especially through Area Committees and OSCs. Content is also available on the EPA Region 5 intranet. Copies can be obtained by emailing Sheila Calovich at EPA and requesting one.  Her email is calovich.sheila@epa.gov.
Discussion: Can the RRT help in any way?

Possibly obtain layers relevant to shipping from USCG? Not sure what that material might be, but it could be included.

Willing toincorporate local response strategies (booming, etc.). Capacity varies by sub area, perhaps project staff could begin working more closely with select sub areas to enhance the product.
Action: 
USCG and EPA confer on methods to place the product back on the web.
Remarks:
USCG very anxious to have the ISA online so they can access it as well.
The value of Federal involvement is shown by this. States could not have compiled the data and rendered it for the region on their own.

It is a useful resource for planning.

States struggle to connect to local emergency planning level. This has helped with outreach and planning.

A pilot project to gather data on closed wells and other facilities was mentioned by Ann. 
Ohio has a strong state program and Jim Mehl or Mike Gerber could present on it at the next meeting.

Ann Whelan – RCP Review

The RCP needs to be made compliant with the National Response Framework.  Money was put aside by Bill Bolen. It has been hard to get at but is now available and will be worked on.
Revisions: 

The Text section will be smaller, a database will be used for content, and the plan will be placed onto the web in a more accessible form.
RRT needs a committee to work on this. Various pieces could be gathered most easily by individual agencies, e.g., tribal phone numbers, contact information for State Historical Preservation Officers, etc.
Ralph Kring has the lead, others were chosen at the last meeting.  Mike Chezik, Max Michael
Jason El-Zein to reach out to Max Michael with IDEM to see if he can be recruited.

Ann will also follow up.

Ann Whelan – RRT Awards

Awards to LEPCs and Area Committees for good work in training, planning, etc.
Letters soliciting nominees going out to the states on Friday.

The process needs input from states but is a low-effort/high-impact activity.

Any value-added suggestions from the group?
Should include the tribes as nominators, selectors and sources of candidates.
To be worked on electronically between now and next meeting.
Sheila Calovich – RRT Website

Current page is out of date and neglected.
EPA probably doesn’t have the resources to keep the page up.

Is it needed as tool for RRT?

Responses:

GLC has acquired an independent web address (www.rrt5.org) = no need for a particular agency to host on an in-house server.

“Wiki” format to be included in the site, which will allow RRT members to post material and add to topic pages without needing to go through a dedicated website administrator.

Portions can be open to the public. The wiki section, or parts of it, could be restricted access.

Yes, a site would be of value. Could share presentations, agendas, other information.

LLIS: Oriented toward response

NRT website links to the regions, but how? (Appears to provide links to individual websites as hosted by agencies within each RRT. RRT5 = USCG District 9.)
EPAOSC.net available but more costly?

Verdict: Continue to discuss.
A heavy public angle to the website probably necessary if the team is going to continue to build.

Barbi Lee – RRT Brochure

Sample provided from 2000. RRT requested it, but the purpose beyond that is unclear.
Needs to be updated, including Mission Statement, DHS as participant.
Input for changes/additions requested by 16 November.
Document can be assembled at EPA.
Responses:

Is there any value added by having a brochure?

Should the concept be revisited in conjunction with the web page idea?
Having one would be valuable in any outreach situations. Could produce it as a .pdf for printing as needed.

Co-chairs – International Relations

T.J. Mangoni, USCG
Joint Marine Contingency Planning meeting
Operational planning
Review of Canuslak

New exercise next summer. Location = Detroit. Sector Detroit has a response due; this will build on it.

Country-to-country mutual aid agreement.

CANUSLAK audited by GAO, which turned into an IJC audit. Geographic focus was the Detroit-St Clair River area. Results to be put to use at the next CANUSLAK.
CANUSCENT: Under review. Existing version is still in force while a committee works to rewrite. Work group = Carl Pelligrino, Jeff Kimball, Chris Christenson, Ryan Wheeler.
Intended to support responders on both sides and to enhance communication and trust between countries.

IJC/GAO report: If issues are addressed in next exercises and CANUSCENT, this will prove that agencies are paying attention.
Suggested that the next meeting be a joint RRT/JRT meeting.
Paul Mehler – Science & Technology Committee

[Link to presentation.]
Committee was started after the last meeting.
Good technical documents exist, for example NOAA, Ohio Toledo River test last year.
Region 3 MOU is very good. Possibly share it with everyone as a model.
Committee members still need to be added. WI is needed, maybe others, esp. from the states.

Some issue areas:

Local, regional water programs were the biggest obstacles in Ohio. 

Chemical countermeasures have been looked at, even by this group, in the past. Info should be included in Committee resources.

The Committee needs to be in step w/ Region 2 and Region 3.

Existing document is being chopped up by Region 3.
Test protocol wanted/needed for shoreline cleaning agents in Lake MI. An approval document has been developed, it needs to be finished and could be expanded.

RRT2, RRT3 – MOUs on dispersants and in-situ burning are hard to put in place but should be developed. 

Dispersants are not an option on the lakes, but many other options do exist and need to be explored and documented. A burning policy exists. Pre-approvals maybe not so necessary because this is not an ocean setting and there are a limited numbers of options.

Need to approach from the standpoint of the FOSCs and what they would like to have available.

One pre-approved chemical product already available, Nochar.
Representatives need to be included in the group. Will reach out to MI. OHs want to be on the list. Add Max Michael, IN DEM. Roxanne Chronert and David Woodbury volunteered to be the representatives from Wisconsin.  
Roger Charnesky – DOJ/FBI Outreach

WMD Coordinator, Milwaukee Office, FBI.
Handouts: 

Agricultural, Chemical and Petroleum Industry Terrorism Handbook


4-card glove compartment reference set for terrorist weapons
DOJ traditionally only involved if the spill had an intentional aspect, now trying to be proactive.
414-276-4684 (Milwaukee WI) = 24/7  FBI number

216-522-1400 (Cleveland, OH)
Other areas should contact their local FBI offices.

Evans – Great Lakes WMD Exercise

[Link to presentations.]
How is Center for Asymmetric Warfare tasked to do work in coastal Maine? Senate Armed Services Committee or other congressional connection can assign funding – set-asides by congresspersons could be arranged for states in Region 5 as well.

CAW has an .edu [Note: actually .org? http://www.ctrasymwarfare.org/index.asp] address in spite of its Navy connection. As a result, it can be easier to disperse funds in some situations.
Video – Raw footage from training exercise in New England

Video – “Partners on the Water”, CAW and USCG training/support and exercise with Maine Marine Patrol

MOAs between states do not exist for much of their common infrastructure. This can make response implementation difficult.

Hard copies of brief and DVDs/CDs provided.

Potential for an exercise in Lake Michigan. 
Breakout meeting was held after this RRT presentation to further explore this idea for any parties that were interested in participation in a WMD exercise on Lake Michigan..

Dave Dougherty (sp?) – S. Indiana Oil Spill

Video – “CI Agent” chemical countermeasure “test” in S. Indiana. (Company rep just showed up and began distributing the product.) Boom plus chemical agent in powder form used on diesel in a small pond. Solidifying agent, binds to oil, turns rubbery.
7800 gallons spilled onto ground and entered a local stream through drainage tile below the truck stop parking lot. Compound formed styrofoam-like pellets, difficult to pick up out of grass. Should be used on water in pillows or sorbent booms. Powder would be good for spills on pavement
Slide show – description of some of video comments:

Powder form not good in the field. Boom full of the powder could have been used at the end of the spill to handle the sheen.
Responses:

WI – In a practical sense, in order to handle the spill, material is needed in very large quantities. Spill responders need to believe it works and then stock it.
How did the vendor get out to the field?  Came on their own. NOAA, EPA OSC, State, USCG were contacted by IN. Calls to EPA OSC and then to RRT, others. They came to check out the situation, gave permission to IN to make decisions about the situation.

CI Agent reps were not in the room to respond to questions or comments.

T.J. Mangoni – Selection Guide for Countermeasures

Freshwater issues are involved with a selection guide for the region. Plan is for conference calls with CMDR Mehler and others.

Some copies of NY-NJ RRT2 Selection Guide for Chemical Countermeasures on hand.

Review requested so that lake actions can use common tools between regions.

NRT website – sorbents and solidifiers document. Link from RRT 3’s website coming from TJ.
Woodbury – Eau Claire Waste Research Fire Case Study

Battalion Chief Kim Nessel, Eau Claire Fire Department - WWR Environmental Services Fire – 
22 June 2007
[presentation]

[transcribe lessons learned]
Roxanne Chronert, WI DNR -  WI DNR Site History behind the WWR Environmental Services Site
[Link to presentation]

Timothy Weller, USCG Sector Lake Michigan – SONS Debrief

[Link to presentation.]
Noted that computer systems are an issue. Security issues on the Navy base and pending for USCG. Wireless communication systems (multiple types – computers, GPS, etc) interfered with each other. Probably could have been worked out by day 3 or 4 but needed to be handled differently in first couple of days, should be planned for as a result of SONS.

State, Federal Perspective:

R/V Lake Guardian Retrofit for USCG Equipment Deployment

Lake Guardian was available, Cutter Mackinac was not.

USCG has VOSS – Vessel of Opportunity Skimming System – but could not test. Not enough time to set up.

Lake Guardian being refitted to be able to handle VOSS and therefore oil response and recovery better,.  Potential for USCG/EPA joint VOSS deployment exercise in Summer, 2008

Navy SUPSALV participated. Self-contained program, no need for outside support. Never in Great Lakes before.  They have a lot of assets that do not exist on the Lakes.
Other Issues
Lots of info out to press and public to inform people of what was going on, but not much coverage noted.

“Exercise Control”  - Not enough preparation for the large variety of controller roles and people handling them. Better prep and training needed.

Defense Department (Navy, Marines) work with entirely different frequencies than USCG. Communications need coordination.

Day 2
Whelan – SONS debrief

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
“Had just these few things happened, the exercise would have been worthwhile”
1. Started playing 9 months early by discussing how we would manage an incident for ESF 10 between USCG and EPA. Agreement reached about the MAC.  Delegation of authority not equal between EPA and USCG, which caused difficulty

2. Crashed the National Response Center, they had to request that we back off calling in spills and work with online submission forms which were not easy

3. Crashed the WebEOC, which showed that “unlimited users” = about 200. That has already been fixed ? it won?t crash at its limit but will tell users that they can?t submit anymore.

4. Area Command was drawn from Forest Service model = incident grows over time. SONS was at full force immediately.  We used Area Command as reconnaissance and assessment to spin off ICPs as needed.  ACs: One group working between Region 4 and Region 5, they said don?t do again. Region 5 and 7 were separate, they said they should have been together.
-After-action report will only go down to the AOC level

-Biggest comment from everyone= “We learned a lot.”
-Plans to build on it? Not in place yet.

State feedback:

Roger Lauder – IL EPA
Original perception was that the entire state would play.
Brought in a lot of partners but FEMA pulling out cost a lot of players to also pull out.

100 people in the exercise from IL EPA Emergency Response Unit.
Public water supplies – 10 participated, including intakes on Mississippi R., Ohio R., Great Lakes.
Use of NIMS system was tested.
PIO people were actively involved.
EMAC play with IN. However, they had a full-blown oil exercise last year, so participation not complete.
Additional staff now trained in NIMS plus better awareness of Emergency Response among senior staff.
Lacking in internal office communication.
Jim Mehl – OH EPA
OH played to a limited extent. State emergency management did not want to play once FEMA pulled out.

EMAC play with IN.  Backfilled IDEM’s system to help test that.
Also allowed OH to test communications with IN.
Statewide new 800 MHz system works well within the state. Could talk to IN radios but the range was limited. Talked about sharing digital channels between states. Surprised more attention wasn’t paid to interoperability of communications in advance.

David Woodbury – WI DNR
Participated in Kenosha and at Naval Station

Local government wanted to test something out of sequence. Confusing – should have insisted that they comply with the schedule.

Cdr Mehler – USCG MSU Chicago
SONS analysis at the next RRT – Prepare input about what we are going to change as a result of SONS? Or is that too aggressive?

After-action report in draft, out to the Feds for comment right now. Coming to the next tier of agencies when…?

Jim Mehl-Ohio EPA, Jon Gulch-EPA Region 5– NW Ohio Flooding

[Link to presentation.]
Findlay, OH. Oil change facility within the 100 yr flood plain. 
Question: Prepared for flooding? Location means FEMA says it can’t insure the site, but other issues are local. Preparation was limited.
Addressed spill aftereffects by tearing out materials. That is the only real method available.

Sources were difficult to track and/or prove while responding. Two separate spill location in Findlay Ohio meant two different Federal Project Numbers needed.  However, they were able to keep RPs/sources separate for billing later, at least this time.

A mission assignment (designation as a disaster area; FEMA funding made available) would have helped by making separate bill tracking unnecessary. Helps reduce the need for bill tracking, charging homeowners for evacuation and cleanup.

Presidential Declaration made but only for individual assistance.  
US EPA, OEPA had to go out to find environmental issues because the counties and cities were too busy with other issues.

US EPA used CERCLA funding to assesshousehold hazardous waste, orphan/abandoned tanks and drums from Putnam and Hancock counties.

A resource inventory would have been useful.  For example, airboats. USCG has and sent 2 down.

CDR David Beck, USCG Sector Detroit:
Got the call from Findlay; gave some help but could not come in until formally requested by the state.
Recommendation: Call in. It’s better to have to turn around than to explain why they didn’t show up.

Recommendation: Deploy people to the EOC early; predeploy/find someone you trust to use as a contact.
Recommendation: Ask for specific things or describe the need so CG can decide what to send.
State slows down process – Stafford act and opening up mission is hard without numbers from state.
Wisconsin-
Would report on Midwest Flooding issues during State roundtable.
Roger Lauder, IL EPA
Chicago area counties are very well equipped. Requests from there not as extensive as from other areas of state.

Flooding started from WI.

Severe enough that there was some pumping of raw sewage into lake by the city.
SEOC activated early on. Lasted 3 or 4 days.

Rock, Fox, Illinois/Des Plaines, Chicago rivers all flooded.

Permit people were involved quite a bit – burn permits, etc. for debris.

Power outages, lightning strikes.

Down in the capitol area, it took 5 days to go from 8-9 feet to 24 feet (floodstage = 14’).
Steve Lee  MN PCA
5 counties, 16 communities flooded.

Flash flooding, lots of mud.

Debris problems, 50 or more home heating oil tanks but so much sediment that much of the oil was absorbed/ contained.

MN not used to flash floods, typically deal with spring flooding..
$300,000 in expenses, most of which will come back.
Navy got informal requests for assistance. Notified sailors, got volunteers.

Mission Assignments Presentation – Postponed until next RRT meeting

Steve Lee, MN PCA – Minnesota Bridge collapse:
[Link to presentation.]
Issue noted: Railroad communications with EOC limited. Had papers to show cargos but couldn’t demonstrate that the cargo was inert. Unnecessary worry and delays.

“Dead” tanker car used for training was seen adjacent to the bridge. Long since empty but not marked, so was a worry for the first day. 

Air, water sampling – done at urging of EPA: “Better to have answers before any questions get asked.” Ended up grateful for the advice.
South end of the bridge was built over an old coal/oil gasification plant Superfund site
Question: News made it look like search and rescue stopped after dark? 
It was a lighted site, but a thorough search already done by dark. Concluded that cold, fast water and time since the incident would mean that any people still trapped in cars or under wreckage were already dead. Used time overnight to plan for recovery work instead of risking rescue people.

Neumann – Working with Tribal Governments
Goal: Dialogue, beginning of building better relationships.
Randy Steitz – Grand Traverse Band of Odawa Indians
Monte Fronk – Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians
Fred Camacho – Ho-Chunk Nation
Handout – “Working with Tribal Governments”

Fronk – “Native Reports” video
Lands are scattered throughout the region.
–
Tribal authority granted in 2000 by Clinton Administration.
Interactions with counties, feds a valuable part of exercises and a very good thing
Steitz – Leelenau Peninsula
Locations also scattered.
Allies and obstacles at the state level.
Tribal leaders and everyone they appoint can change every 2 years – new ones often need to be educated.
Camacho – 
Role essentially created by tribal leadership as of 9/12/2001
Emergency Response really just a phrase until 9/11.
$$ made available enabled the process to happen.
Undereducated/disconnected leadership with little connection to EPA. Also not good connections within the tribe to other tribal governmental functions.

11 tribes formed WI Emergency Management Alliance, got a seat and vote on WI Emergency Management Association

Funded, authorized but need to be active partners, not passive ones. Need to seek roles w/in programs.

FEMA Region 5 is not engaged yet. EPA has an office but few people, especially no Native Americans on staff or in as advisors. Stressed that having staff is important to understand tribal government and culture.

Also important that agencies understand communications, government structure, political position within the US.

Questions:
Overview/education source if knowledge of tribes desired?

WI = Great Lakes Intertribal Council

EPA = Has a staff program and the American Indian Environmental Office.

FEMA has an online course, IS 650 – Building Partnerships with Tribal Governments?
MN = ?

Difference in cultures noted. Example points: How to handle mass casualties given different burial customs? Who has the authority to quarantine? Save elders before children in a disaster because elders are the source of cultural knowledge.
In case of a spill on tribal land, there is a Unified Command but EPA, others com in to serve as technical advisors to Tribal Committee, not as commanders.
Valuable item of acknowledgement when opening communication: Tobacco

4 things that get worried about on earth: fire, water, wind, earth
Even if taken out and thrown to the wind, the act is one of prayer, often for all people and the process.
Significant message: Talk with individual tribes and elders. Tribes have their own structures and cannot be spoken for en masse. 35 federally recognized tribes in the region = 35 separate voices.
Also at different stages of ICS implementation, NIMS, etc.

Interest in having federal partners as facilitators of communication improvements?

· Tribes to become involved with ACP

· Need a single division of federal government that works with the tribes. Right now, too many voices:

Bureau if Indian Affairs – has a stockpile of emergency response equipment, but no one knew about it.

USDA – has made an offer of money

FEMA – 
Need to figure out how to streamline communication with the tribes given the number of entities (tribal and non-tribal).
Need to figure out who to call first – all agencies want to be called first right now.
(Most tribes only have one person, system needs clearer channels of communications.)
NIMS “unity of command” exists but is hard to implement with tribes, esp. with directives and funds coming from multiple agencies.

7 agencies + tribes have a committee/program that involves incidents crossing tribal lands. Their current theme is solid waste issues, but could be emergency management.

Need to let tribes know about training they could participate in or that could be brought to tribes.
Streamlining: Who is the training officer in the state and at federal agencies? Positive, concrete relations government to government with distinct individuals need to exist. Currently, there are training announcements appearing from multiple agencies without any coordination. 
EPA/FEMA Region 5 – Best practices = coordinate training calendar, then provide to states and tribes. August 2007 there was a pilot training coordination workshop with a calendar of exercises and training by federal agencies and 6 states. Some agencies and 2 states didn’t show up. This needs to continue.

Formal invitation needed to tribes (chairs, presidents) to take a seat on the RRT. CC: to tribal emergency managers.

Need a list from the tribes – contacts, protocols.
State/Federal Roundtable
Jim Mehl, OH

Most of Ohio’s information provided during floods presentation.

Issues: 
Funding


Communications, “how things got done or did not get done”

Federal funds can not be released without a formal request from the state. Maybe the quickness of this flood made approval more difficult to acquire because the flood was harder to catch. It couldn’t be seen coming over more days like the spring ones usually can.

Roger Lauder, IL
Ca. 2500 incidents last year.

PCB incidents in natural gas line pipes a new issue.

Neutralized VX shipments from IN to Port Arthur, TX: 3-4 semis/convoy, 4 convoys/week. Ahead of schedule at this point. 200+ convoys have departed and arrived w/o incident.

(Training and NIMS items mentioned as common to all)

Steve Lee, MN 

Bridge collapse, most information provided during presentation.

Arsenic site.

Working on NRDA for an ammunition site. Found a contractor, which helps.

Dave Woodbury, WI

VHS (viral hemorrhagic septicemia) among fish in lakes is a very high concern. Prevention procedures include boat cleaning, bait limitations, ballast water treatment. Information is available on the WI DNR website and via Google, other search engines.

Mission statement: Needs to indicate incident-handling commitment. End it with “and will work within Unified Command”

Science and Technology Committee – WI will be on the Committee.  Roxanne Chronert and David Woodbury would be the WI representatives on the committee.
Action:

Science & Technology Committee – A meeting is needed. Paul Mehler will call for one in Chicago. Roxanne will be informed, Dave will be cc’d.

Re: Science & Technology Comm. – Who in WI was called about them? Dave needs to know in order to check channels of communication.

Flooding issues included waste and debris management.

Dams were stressed. National Guard provided support by transporting pumps.

Contact was established with EPA after the first day.

3 deaths – a person stepped on a downed wire, two more people were killed trying to assist.

1200 pigs killed at an animal feeding operation.

Mudslides on highways. 

Jerry Haberl, WI Emergency Management
14 counties were declared federal disaster areas. Drought during summer, rain into driftless area. 

Increased ICS training paid off, including incident action plans that had been developed and people who were familiar with the system and the NIMS principle.

Working on NIMS for 2007, waiting for 2008 requirements.

Noteworthy asset for debris removal: Department of Corrections

Follow-on comments: 

IL – Work camp and boot camp inmates are valuable, plus they sometimes get credit for being there. Hardened cases are not a good option and should not be called on. The role is helpful to many of them with correction, self-esteem and success after release.

OH – Also uses correction resources. Used to use the Civilian Conservation Corps but lost them. OH DHS developing a “community emergency response team” (CERT), but it is still in the formative phase.

VOAD, Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, also mentioned. 

Has an Excel spreadsheet forms for ICS that he will share with the group. 
Dave Daugherty (sp?) – IN

Most of his material presented yesterday.

Noted the lack of an inventory for the region, said IN has an airboat, a pontoon boat, several zodiacs
Mike Chezik, Department of Interior

Bald eagle off of T/E species list.

SONS: Planning time was very long. It was hard to get enough of the concept understood to pass it along to superiors. Got ca. 40 people for the exercise but would have gotten many more with a real event.

Letters to CG sectors soliciting info on prep exercise schedules for 2008

Needs to know about updates to ACP so DOI can participate.

Thresholds for DOI to participate in an event: 5000 gallons released, 1000 pounds of solids.

Letters pending for EPA regions for exercise schedules for 2008
VHS is a huge concern for DOI. Special meeting coming in Duluth 30-31 October to strategize about how to deal with it. Boats, bait, deballasting from ships are suspected primary pathways. Deballasting is of special concern

Office number: 215-597-5012

Joe Bond, CG Headquarters

USCG person for CC/PREP exercise information. Increasing emphasis on firefighting, looking for increased participation from the salvage industry

USCG Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) to be implemented.

SONS comment: Plan on lost communications for 72 hours.

Pat McCaffrey, Marathon Oil

SONS: ICS handled breaks well, which was a strength of the exercise.

Findlay, OH flooding: Companies’ job was to get downstream operations up again. He could present on this in the future.

Liz Jones, NOAA

Her office and NOAA in general is capable beyond oil and hazmat spills. She can be conduit for info from other NOAA branches.

Hydrography and flow/trajectory modeling are available services.

Contact for the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR) = watters.michelle@epa.gov

Mark Schultz, US Naval Station Great Lakes – 

SONS: Lots learned, including its own limitations and ways to reach back to other agencies for support.

Operations are largely internal at this point, no real fit with ICS. This is being worked on.

Munitions disposal facility in IN. Called to Michigan City, IN for munitions found in a river.

Munitions dumped in water are common. Navy or NRC can be called.

IN – Consortium for coal liquification plants, investigating building one.

Great Lakes IL firing range – FBI has it now, is being sued regarding lead in the water.

CMDR Beck, USCG Detroit

Next Area Contingency meeting in Grosse Pointe 31 October.

CMDR Wendt, USCG Buffalo

Project going on regarding oil in ice. Symposium last year, 80-90 people, white paper will be available.

ACP for Eastern Great lakes has been redone, is structured as a combined plan with Cleveland and Buffalo. It is at the next administrative level for approval.

LCDR Tom Sullivan, USCG Sault Ste Marie

29 NRC notification of spills this year ranging from a few cups to 50 gallons.

An Area Command meeting is coming, he will include an emphasis on the tribes.

Next meeting
Place/Time: IL volunteered to host at Springfield. 

Joint meeting with Canada mentioned – odds considered low due to a meeting held with them in March

Tentative date: April 24-25, 2008

Agenda items:

Changes made by states as a result of SONS

Nitric acid spill case

Mission assignments from FEMA

Points of contact and leadership brief from tribes

Nuclear Regulatory Commission presentation

OH – Mapping project. Contact Joseph Bonds with USCG-HQ about project

Host State background/characteristics brief-update on what is going on in the State of Illinois.
Website and brochure: If states were mentioned more prominently in the website, they could be useful as arguments and help states get permission to attend the Regional Response Team meetings.
Action items:

Formal invitation needed to tribes (chairs, presidents) to take a seat on the RRT. CC: to tribal emergency managers

Need a list of contacts and protocols from the tribes
USCG and EPA confer on methods to place the ISA product back on the web

Science & Technology Committee: Meeting, probably in Chicago. Roxanne, David Woodbury to be informed.

Science & Technology Committee: Info to Dave Woodbury 

Workgroup briefs need to be given more time on the agenda.
